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SUBJECT: SPEECH BY COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY GENERAL 

1 . SUMMARY: IN OPENING THE GABORONE TRADE FAIR JULY 28, 
COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY GENERAL RAMPHAL DELIVERED A KEYNOTE 
SPEECH WHICH SURPRISED AND INTERESTED HIS LISTENERS BY DE- 
PARTING CONSIDERABLY FROM THE STRICT COMMERCIAL FARE ONE 
EXPECTS ON SUCH OCCASIONS, AND RECOMMENDING THE UK RESUME 
HER COLONIAL RESPONSIBILITIES TO END THE RHODESIAN IMPASSE. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. MUCH OF MR. RAMPHAL'S SPEECH DEALT WITH THE WAR IN 
RHODESIA AND HIS PROFERRED SOLUTION TO IT. HE REITERATED 

HIS SUPPORT FOR THE ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSALS AND A NECESSARY 
ALL PARTIES CONFERENCE; AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, HE RE- 
GRETTED THAT THE PRESENT REGIME IN SALISBURY APPEARED TO BE 
BLOCKING THE "WAY FORWARD TO THE ALL PARTY TALKS". 
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’BUT THE OBVIOUS WAY FORWARD IS NOT ALWAYS THE ONLY 
ONE", HE WENT ON TO POINT OUT, SAYING THAT MR. SMITH 
SHOULD "DO WHAT WAS ALWAYS DESIRABLE, NAMELY, DIS- 
MANTLE THE ILLEGAL REGIME - INCLUDING NOW THE INTERNAL 
ARRANGEMENT - AND INVITE HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT IN 
THE UK TO RESUME AUTHORITY AND ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY 
AS THE COLONIAL POWER". 
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3. NOTING THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER "THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT WOULD THANK ME FOR WISHING THIS RESPONSIBILITY 
ON THEM", MR. RAMPHAL ADDRESSED A PERSONAL APPEAL TO 

IAN SMITH "FROM THE HAILING DISTANCE OF GABORONE", 

TO RECOGNIZE THE WISDOM OF THAT COURSE. "FOR MY OWN 
PART", HE ADDED, "I AM READY TO CLOSE THAT DISTANCE, 

TO GO TO SALISBURY, IF IT WOULD HELP TO ADVANCE THESE 
ENDS". 

4. COMMENT: IN A NUMBER OF CONVERSATIONS IMMEDIATELY 
AFTERWARDS, WITH PERSONS WHO HEARD RAMPHAL'S SPEECH, 
CHARGE 1 GAINED IMPRESSION THAT MOST PEOPLE IN GOB AND 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS: (A) WELCOMED LIVELY SPEECH AS PALLI- 
ATIVE AGAINST NARCOLEPSY; (B) THOUGHT RAMPHAL'S SUGGESTION 
WAS INTERESTING AND POSITIVE BUT DEVINITELY IN THE NON- 
STARTER CATAGORY ZUE TO MITH'S WELL KNOWN AVERSION TO 
SUBMITTING TO UK COLONIAL AUTHORITY; AND (C) SAID THAT 
THIS SUGGESTION OF RAMPHAL'S HAS BEEN MADE BEFORE 

AND THAT IT IS AFTER ALL THE SORT OF IDEA ONE WOULD 
EXPECT FROM THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY GENERAL. 
NONETHELESS, UK HIGH COMMISSIONER TURNER (WHILE 
CITING OBVIOUS PITFALLS), HELD OPEN POSSIBILITY THAT 
RAMPHAL’S SPEECH MIGHT INITIATE A TRAIN OF UNFORE- 
SEEABLE EVENTS. TURNER TOLD ME JULY 29, THAT RAMPHAL 
HAD ASKED THAT SUBSTANCE OF HIS TRADE FAIR SPEECH BE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 GABORO 02394 011356Z 

SENT TO FONSEC DAVID OWEN IN ADVANCE AND THAT OWEN HAD 
TELEPHONED RAMPHAL, APPARENTLY TAKING NO EXCEPTION TO 
IT SINCE RAMPHAL GAVE SPEECH AS PLANNED. TURNER THOUGHT 
RAMPHAL WAS MAKING A SUPREME EFFORT TO "GET IN THE ACT". 

5. EMBASSY POUCHING FULL TEXT OF RAMPHAL'S SPEECH TO 
DEPARTMENT. 

NORLAND 
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